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APPENDIX 1 TO ANNEX S

SEARCH AND RESCUE VOLUNTEER STANDARDS

AUTHORITY: 
These standards are established under the authority of RCW 38.52 and WAC 18.04 as well as the Skamania County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.

SCOPE: 
These standards are applicable to volunteer Search and Rescue Workers registered in Skamania County by the Skamania County Department of Emergency Management.

PURPOSE:
These standards have been developed to establish minimal criteria and skills that are expected from anyone wishing to volunteer their services to the Skamania County Sheriff’s Department to carry out Search and Rescue operations. The standards are supplemental to and do not replace established standards of organized Search and Rescue Units. If there is a question about the performance level of these standards and those of an organized Search and Rescue unit, these standards will apply.

MINIMUM STANDARD FOR BASE CAMP PERSONNEL:

1. Hold a valid registration number with the Skamania County Department of Emergency Management.

2. Completion of a Search and Rescue Anatomy course.

A. Emergency worker must be able to list the administrative components of a SAR mission.

3. Completion of basic Incident Command System (ICS) course.

A. Emergency worker must be able to explain the main components of the ICS system.

B. Emergency worker will be able to explain the basic functions of the main ICS components.

4. Completion of basic Map and Compass

A. Emergency worker must be able to read a map and locate ones position.

B. Be able to take a compass bearing between two points on a map.

C. Be able to plot a bearing on a map.

5. Radio Communications

A. Emergency worker will possess basic understanding of a radio and how to operate it.

B. Be able to explain the steps to take if a portable radio is not receiving or transmitting properly.

C. Shall have a basic understanding of proper radio language and demonstrate the ability to convey information via radio.

6. Be able to read, write and understand the English language, and shall be able to perform those tasks, which they offer to do, or are requested to do. This may involve demonstrating proficiency to the Skamania County Sheriff’s Department.

MINIMUM STANDARD FOR FIELD SEARCH TEAM MEMBER:

1. Hold a valid registration number with the Skamania County Department of Emergency Management.

2. Possess adequate outdoor clothing and equipment for the Skamania County environment. Recommended list includes the following:

a. Wool or synthetic inner and outer wears.

b. Heavy rain gear.

c. Proper foot wear.

d. Pack.

e. Cooking equipment/food.

f. Shelter.

g. Compass.

h. Flashlight with spare bulb and battery (s).

i. First Aid Kit. Note: It is recommended that a searcher carry food for two-man days anytime one leaves Base Camp.

3. Be in good physical condition capable of prolonged periods of hard physical exertion.

4. Completed basic first aid/CPR training. Mountain oriented first aid training is recommended.


5. Be knowledgeable of Map and Compass and the ability to do the following:

A. Be able to read a map and to locate one’s position on it.

B. Be able to take a compass bearing between two points on a map.

C. Be able to plot a bearing on a map.

D. Be able to use a compass to take a bearing and to follow a bearing in the field over a given distance with an accuracy of + or – two degrees.

6. Have a basic knowledge of search theory and strategy.

A. Explain the purpose and function of a type I/Hasty team.

B. Explain the function of a type II/efficient search team.

C. Explain the function of a type III/grid search team.

7. Radio Communications.

A. Emergency worker will possess basic understanding of a radio and how to operate it.

B. Be able to explain the steps to take if a portable radio is not receiving or transmitting properly.

C. Shall have a basic understanding of proper radio language and demonstrate the ability to convey information via radio.

8. Crime scene/Evidence

A. Emergency worker shall be able to list the four steps taken upon locating evidence.

B. Be able to explain the reason for confidentiality regarding evidence located in a search.

C. Explain the reason for accuracy in documenting items of evidence.

9. Completion of basic Incident Command System (ICS) course.

a. Emergency worker must be able to explain the main components of the ICS system.

b. Emergency worker will be able to explain the basic functions of the main ICS components.

10. Completion of Lost Person Behavior course

A. Emergency worker shall possess basic knowledge of behavioral traits of a lost person.

B. Explain how a subject’s behavior is affected by environmental factors.

C. Explain how searcher can best predict the behavior of a lost person.

11. Completion of Search and Rescue Anatomy course

A. Emergency worker must be able to list the administrative components of a SAR mission.

12. Completion of Basic helicopter course.

A. Emergency worker shall be familiar with local helicopter resources.

B. Shall possess basic knowledge and demonstrate proper way to provide landing directions for helicopter.

C. Shall possess basic understanding of the dynamics of a helicopter.

D. Shall possess basic knowledge of the minimum space needed for helicopter landing zones.

13. Completion of Wilderness survival course.

A. Emergency worker shall possess basic knowledge of shelter building and demonstrate how to construct a shelter with resources available.

B. Shall demonstrate the ability to start and maintain a fire.

C. Shall demonstrate the ability to use resources available to your benefit.

D. Possess basic understanding of hypothermia and how to effectively combat early signs and symptoms of hypothermia.

MINIMUM STANDARD FOR FIELD TEAMS:

1. Have knowledge of and ability to perform a Type I Hasty Search and be capable of working in three person units.

2. Have knowledge of and ability to perform a Type II/Efficient Search with target Probability of Detection. (POD)

3. Have knowledge of and ability to perform a Type III Grid Search with the target Probability of Detection. (POD)

4. Be physically conditioned and capable of prolonged periods of hard physical exertion.

5. Have a qualified leadership element capable to lead the team in a wilderness setting. (A qualified leader could be considered any person who has completed the basic field training and has been recognized by team members as capable of leading a field team).

MINIMUM STANDARD FOR SEARCH AND RESCUE UNITS:


1. Maintain a current roster of qualified, registered workers and provide this to the Skamania County Department of Emergency Management.

2. Maintain a current callout procedure and keep the Skamania County Department of Emergency Management informed of this.

3. Units with national affiliation shall meet their own National Standards. The Sheriff’s SAR Coordinator may require skills to be demonstrated before Units are requested to assist on a mission.

THE SKAMANIA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MAY REVISE THESE STANDARDS AT ANY TIME IF NECESSARY. SAR UNITS WILL BE INFORMED OF ANY CHANGES BEFORE THEY ARE HELD TO THE REVISED STANDARD.

THE SAR COORDINATOR OF THE SKAMANIA COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT. MAY REQUEST INDIVIDUAL EMERGENCY WORKERS AND SAR TEAMS DEMONSTRATE THEIR SKILLS ANNUALLY.

